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SPOILBANK MARINA — PORT HEDLAND 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [2.07 pm]: 
I would like to provide an update to the house on Spoilbank marina. Last night in Port Hedland, the member for 
Pilbara, Kevin Michel, and I reported back to the community and reaffirmed the McGowan government’s 
commitment to Spoilbank marina. There has been a great deal of planning and technical work on the marina since 
the Premier and I announced concept plans in October last year. 
The recent cyclone Veronica is top of mind for Hedland residents. Brendan Hammond, chair of the Pilbara Development 
Commission, explained that although the cyclone certainly moved significant sand from the outer tip of Spoilbank, 
it all ended up at the base of the bank, which actually bolsters the site of the marina. We had wave height monitors 
in place and data from Veronica was very much as had been predicted. 
Issues raised in the forum included the provision of junior sailing opportunities, the co-location of the Kariyarra 
cultural centre and the Volunteer Marine Rescue Services, the impact on the intertidal reef and the need for 
a four-lane boat ramp. Also discussed were findings from the Spoilbank marina risk workshop, which compared 
cargo ship and pleasure craft interaction between the port of Rotterdam and Port Hedland. In 2018, the port of 
Rotterdam managed many times the number of vessel arrivals at Port Hedland. 
The forum focused on landside activation and how we ensure that the marina captures opportunity for social 
amenity at this important design stage. The Town of Port Hedland will soon employ a project manager specifically 
charged with leading the landside work. The community has been waiting for this project for decades, as evidenced 
by the 60-plus residents who came along on a Monday night to be part of the dialogue. I will host another 
community update in four months. We have committed to completing the detailed design by the end of this year. 
Contracts will be let and construction will begin in 2020.  
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